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	Outcomes
	Means of Assessment
	Findings
	Actions

	1.   Students will demonstrate a proficient knowledge in three of the political science discipline’s fields (American Studies, International Politics/Comparative Governments, Normative and Empirical Theory, and Public Administration).
	1) 80% Sr. cohort ACAT scores will equal or exceed the national mean.  

2) Ask internship supervisors to evaluate student’s knowledge of political concepts, ideas, and theories and application of that knowledge to their responsibilities.
	1) Not completed

2) Average score from internship supervisors is good.  Supervisors do not spend much time or effort on the evaluations.
	Revised political science curriculum to better reflect the needs and wishes of students.   Created two classes: POSC 101 to teach introductory concepts, basic logic, writing and rhetoric skills; and POSC 230 to teach about governance and law.

	2. Evaluate the value of our two core courses (POSC 200 and POSC 202) to the value of the major.
	Conduct a focus group to evaluate whether POSC 200 and 202 contribute to student’s success in upper-division courses.

Survey graduates on the value of POSC 200 and 202 to their studies and work outside the university.

Compare grades between students in upper-division courses to see if there is a difference between those who have taken POSC 200 and 202 and those who have not.
	Too many students take POSC 200 and 202 in their senior year for it to effectively prepare them for upper-division courses.
Found very effective—most wish they had taken it earlier.

Not completed.
	Require students to take POSC 200 and POSC 202 before taking upper-division courses.

	3. Students will be able to write clearly, concisely, and precisely in various formats (e.g., essays, reports, and research papers).
	1) Evaluate how much and what types of writing are being required in our classes.
2) Dept. faculty will examine and assess the writing quality of a random sample of student papers to determine what skills need emphasis to increase writing proficiency.  
	Very little research paper writing required.

More emphasis on structure, research skills, analysis, and proper citation.
	Upper-division courses require a research paper.  Lower-division courses require some writing.

POSC 101 created to help students develop basic writing and citation skills.  POSC 202 radically overhauled to give students basic methods and research skills.

	4. Place graduates within one year in a job or graduate school.
	Survey of graduated students.
	Not completed
	


POLITICAL SCIENCE





University Mission Statement/Goals


1. Educating the minds and spirits of students within an intercultural, gospel-centered environment and curriculum that increases faith in God and the Restored Gospel, is intellectually enlarging, is character building, and leads to a life of learning and service.  2. Contributing to a resolution of world problems by educating men and women with communications and intercultural skills and by preparing them for leadership roles in the family, in their professions, in civic responsibilities, in social affiliations, and in the Church.





Unit Mission Statement


The Political Science Program prepares students to read carefully, think critically, communicate effectively, and to lead within the context of political science and public policy in venues from local to international.  
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