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	Outcomes
	Means of Assessment
	Findings
	Actions

	3. Demonstrate competence using logical/analytical skills.   
	1) Use the new GE program’s 110 class to assess new critical thinking models, teaching techniques, and exercises to see if they would be useful for the major. 
2) Papers prepared for POSC 204 will be assessed to determine the level of quantitative understanding. Since it is a core course that all majors must take, it should reveal clearly if students are progressing. 
	1) Smith, Houghton, Murdock, and Tsukayama all taught GE 110. Pre and post-semester assessments student performance in POSC sections vis-à-vis non-POSC sections revealed distinct improvements in critical thinking. The methods used by POSC-taught sections of GE 110 elevated critical thinking, by as much as 32.5%.
2) Papers prepared for POSC 204 reveal solid work among some students but rudimentary efforts among others. International students struggle and ways to lift them need to be found.

	1) The department decided that if GE is changed and GE 110 abandoned the POSC major will incorporate the content and methods of GE 110 into its major core. The time for that depends on future BYU-H decisions about GE. Changes will likely occur during out next curriculum overhaul.
2) We are considering hiring student tutors and perhaps setting up a lab for 204 students struggling with the statistics. That first needs funding and space. 

	4. Demonstrate an understanding of political philosophy/theory.

	1) POSC 202 and 470 are the most relevant classes in terms of philosophy and theory. All students must take 202 but not all take 470 so 202 class papers will be checked for student abilities.
.

	1) Most students, upwards of 95%, demonstrate adequate levels of understanding. Some international students still struggle with the readings and concepts.
.
	1)  As per the actions identified above the POSC department is considering hiring student tutors and perhaps setting up a lab for 202 students struggling with the more abstract concepts. Any action first requires funding and space.
.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


POLITICAL SCIENCE





University Mission Statement/Goals


Educating the minds and spirits of students within an intercultural, gospel-centered environment and curriculum that increases faith in God and the Restored Gospel, is intellectually enlarging, is character building, and leads to a life of learning and service.  2. Contributing to a resolution of world problems by educating men and women with communications and intercultural skills and by preparing them for leadership roles in the family, in their professions, in civic responsibilities, in social affiliations, and in the Church.





Unit Mission Statement


The Political Science Program prepares students to read carefully, think critically, communicate effectively, and to lead within the context of political science and public policy in venues from local to international.  
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